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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
NOTES ON NEW BOOKS.

1 Histobt of Cohbrzss," Biographical atui Political, com¬

prising Memoirs of Members of the Congress of the United
States, drawn from authentic sources 5 embracing the pro¬
minent events of their lives, and their connexion with the

political history of the times: By Hehri G. Wheii.sk.
Illustrated by numerous' steel portraits and fac-simile auto¬

graphs. New York : Harper <k Brothers 1848.' "Vol.
1st, 8vo.f 568 pp- j
There are few literary tasks that can be more1

ungrateful, more difficult, or in general more unsuc-
pesstul than that of the Biography of the living,
Thorny as is the undertaking of contemporary his-
tory. when one has shared in the events and pas¬
sions which are to give it interest in another age ;
foard as it is to write the impersonal biography (as
¦we may call it) of our country and our times, to de¬
lineate with historic impartiality individual public[men whom we have been accustomed to look upon[through the distorting lens of party or of personal[prejudice, is yet far less easy. If distinguished,[we admire or we dislike them too much ; it little
[distinguished, they naturally desire that those who
[write of them should assist thein to celebrity ; and,
[whether really eminent or inconsiderable, they have[each his body of adherents or friends, who are sure

[to take the sound of the day. the written imprec¬ision (even if it be truly such) of but a moment in
[the public man's unfinished career, for the decisive
land the eternal award of History itself. For it is
Lull with all who have won, falsely or not, that
Lrhich can seldom be sure.the instant's ascend-
[ency.as it was with him of old who, in the height|of a prosperity that was but too soon to fail him,1 wished the Athenian sage to salute hnn as the hap-Ipiest of men, and was told in reply " that no man

|could be pronounced upon beloie he was dead."
[Thai, wise sentence is still as little as ever regarded[by those whom the hand of Death has not yet mea¬
sured, and by those who think to write them great[or small, famous or obscure, while yet Fate has not

[finished with them.
To him, then, who seeks rather to make a repu-jtation for himself than others, few enterprises are

|less inviting than that of writing the lives of the liv-
|ing. The thing is, indeed, as we have just now in¬
timated, a sort of literary solecism ; for how. should
la life be written which is not yet ended? Contem-
[porary biography is, then, 011 one side, hardlv less
[than a paradox ; and, on the other, it is almost sure
\o degenerate into either a satire or u panegyric.In this country, where every body has need of
'rery body, it is the latter of these two tendencies
rhich usually takes effect. We have paused, alter
he assertion, to eonsider whether we could recol¬
lect, in all past American attempts at this branchot
[History, any exception to the fact: and we can cail
to mind none. Our Lives of the Living have con¬
stantly been almost as exaggerated and encomiastic
is Dedications were wont to be, or as Epitaphs
Hill are.
iThe truth being, then, that biographies of men
rho are written about because they are still flour¬

ishing must usually be eulogistic, how comes it that
joth the magnifier and the magnified so seldom re¬
ject how vain is all that panegyric can heap up ;
[how mere a tinsel is that which it can spread over

w
name ; how soon a little wind and weather strips

it off, and how idle it is to hope to foist upon the
future, for any man, a false renown ? Power and
totoriety are the nearly universal passions of our

^and, and yet surely there is no country where the
moralist's old lesson of their emptiness is half so

itrong or so easy to read : nowhere so much
lid ever
" Unnumbered suppliants crowd preferment's ga"e,
For wealth athirst and burning to be great.
Delusive Fortune hears th' mces#an: call,
They mount, they shine, evaporate, and faH.
On every stage, the foes of peace attend ;
Hate doga their rise and insult marks their end-
Love end* with hope ; the sinking statesman's door
Pours in the morning worshippers no more }
His pen for growing names the author plies,
To growing power the office-hunter flies ;

From every room descends the painted face,
Tbat hung the bright palladium of the place,
And, smoked in kitchens or in auctions sold,
To better features leaves the frame of gold '

For now no more are traced, in every line,
Heroic worth, benevolence divine ,

The form distorted justifita the fall,
And detestation rids th' inJignant wall.

Is, then, (we shall be asked,) contemporary bio-
pvaphy no legitimate branch of historical composi-&n ? That ia a question which must be answered
>ut of fact, a better guide of Criticism than is any>ody's dictum of a literary law. Let us see, then,
hether there is any production, in the line of

¦vhich we are speaking, that does rank among books
f History ? Scarcely ; and, singularly enough, the
nly things which approach to becoming exceptions
re certain Lives which not others have writ, but

ich great men have left of their own actions.u&h as Julius Cssar'a and Napoleon Bonaparte's
Count ol their own campaigns, or Sully's or De

iletz's memoirs of themselves. This kind of book,
ndeed, falls rather into the rank of mrmoirt pourHrvir, of materials for History, than of Historytself. Their almost inevitable want ol impartiali-
y, of the possibility of exact and full truth, of the
Mlmoti and criticism of everv source of informa-
ion, of that due estimate of men and things whichthe ediate limes can hardly ever reach, do not
»ermit them to rise to the sober :ind solid character
»f that wise and greatly comprehensive thing,Jistory.
We must conclude, then, that works of the sort

vhich we are examining almost necessarily incur
he fault of partiality, and will nearly always be>anljgyrical. So even biographies written at a dis-
ance must usually be; for, involuntarily, when we
write a man's life, he becomes our hero, and we
nagnify his acts, to ennoble our own performance,
t is our business, then, in estimating works of
Contemporary Biography, to accept this partiality as
>ne of the conditions under which they rauat be
rritfcTyi: wa must only «ee that they do not ex-
:eed the permitted measure and become mere pane¬
gyrics. The main question as to their merit will
then lie in this: whether they do or do not afford
he due materials for a knowledge of the times and

events in which the men to whf.nt they relate liave
plaved a part ? The author of such a book may)be allowed to decorate the individuals ol whom he
writes ; but he must not distort events. W e can
suffer him to embellish his figures where there was
not grace, to magnify where there was not stature :

for some exaggeration may have a pleasing eftect;
or rather there be times" and men that leave little
possibility of any such effect, without some touching
off, some poetic heightening. Upon the whole,
then, we must grant to the literary limner ot the
living that license, without which his brother, the
portrait-painter, could not (as every body knows) earn,
his daily salt, let aloue his bread : the license, that,
is to say, of bestowing where it is needed a liKle
embellishment, by way of redrflasmg the wrongs
which Nature seems to have Utken pleasure in heap¬
ing upon some people's countenances. He who
drew every sitter just as he ii would soon be driven
from society, by the sovereign voice ot a majority,
as the cruellest of caricaturist* i and indeed^ seeing
how large a part of mankind ,are very little more
than a rather better-looking s^rt ol monkey, the
artist should, perhaps, be treated as a hoatem hit'
mani generis, who could have ^ie heart to show so

many folks to themselves in Wl their proper hU
deousness. Well, theiportraif and the character-
painter are victims to a common necessity ol not,
by too severe truth, making enemiss of all their
sitters, and the families and friends ot their sitters.
We must allow both to beautify a little ; exacting
only tliat the face, though flattered, shall be recog¬
nizable at the tirst glance,' and that, lest propoition
be lost, there shall be an equitable embellishment of
all alike. If the short are set upon stilts, the tall
must be lifted upon poles ; if every mortal is to re¬
ceive the Kneampnts of a hero, then each hero must
take the semblance of a god. In short, we must
not permit the living to be confounded in one uni¬
versal blaze of exaggeration.
So much for what we conceive to be the general

rules.perhaps not considered by certain ol our

contemporaries.under which productions like that
before us come. W e proceed to examine how far
the present performance will sustain their appli¬
cation.
The author has brought to it the quality which is

the peculiar one requisite to his undertaking.a
thorough knowledge, that is to say, of the men and
things of whom he is to treat. Long a leading
Congressional Reporter, he is master, of course, of
all that which a man must have in order to bo a

Reporter at all.namely, a great facility and pliancy
in composition; general information enough to
catch, at the first word, all allusions and illustra¬
tions ; an intimate acquaintance with the political
and party history of our country. Few persons, in
short, better understand the anatomy, physiology,
and (we may add) psychology, general and special,
of that great nondesgript, a United States Congress:
a thing which.besides being, in its-proper repre¬
sentative character, the epitome of a whole nation,mist mutable aud most various, most wise and
weak, most instructed aud ignorant, most excellent
in discourse and most empty, niost courageous to act
and yet most dilatory and inefficient, most prudent
and rash, most economical and extravagant.is as

pretty a microcosm as heart could desire of all that
moralists have said or sung of human contradictions :

so that it may say of the land and ol itself, with
singular truth.

How beautiful if all this viaible earth,
How xlonous in its action and itaelf 1

But we, that boaat ourseWe* it* ma»terf, we,
Half dust, half deity, alike unfit
To aink or *oar, with our mixt eaaence make
A conflict of ita element*, and breathe
The breath of degradation aud of priJe,
Contending with low wanta and lofty will,
Tjll our mortality predominates,
And men are.what they own not to them«elvca,
And truat not to each other !

Possiblv, with ail his Congressional experience,
Mr. Wheeler did not originally, any more than
have done certain of his critics, conceive all the dif¬
ficulties of what he has set about. The trial of a

thing is, however, marvellously instructive, as theywould presently find who have been in haste to
condemn his book, obviously (we think) without
having examined its contents, except through the
table of these, nor read even this further than to as¬
certain how many comparative pages were given to
the several biographies. The fact is plainly beto¬
kened by the precipitancy with which we perceivethat a leading journal has, in a notice quite as posi¬
tive as it is brief, condemned the performance, in
very harsh terms, as giving, out of partiality, a Urge
space to Lives (particularly in one instance) which
do not excite any special interest, and as giving, onthe other hand, but a narrow space to men of more
mark. Such is the printed judgment which we
have met in one influential quarter; and, guidedprobably by that criticism, rtany among the politi¬cal party in Congress to whieh doe» not belong the
member apparently favored with a large share of
pages seem to have inferred that the book is written
to magnify the Democratic party at the expenseof the Whigs. Meantime, b^ a verv curious con¬
currence of mistakes, and as if to show that Whigsand Democrats can as litlle agree in criticism as in
politics, we find that leading persons in the publicDepartments have refused to take the book, as em¬
bodying, in that very Life (Senator Dot olas's)which has excited the wrath of their adversaries,
views entirely Whig! We need hardlv say that
these contradictory accusations of unfairness, of
bias, are strong prima facie evidence that Mr.
Wheeler is impartial, and that he is onlv paying,under the complaints ot which we have spoken, the
usual*penalty, like Pope's.

In moderation pi icing all hia glory,
While Tone* call him Whig, and Whig* a Tory.

Now, as a man who has himself carefully survey¬ed a country can usually, by the description which
another person gives of it, tell whether he has ever
gone over it or not, so, we think, we can generally,'after reading a book, judge with some certaintywhether a brother critic has or has not observed
that ceremony, before pronouncing upon it. And
thus, in the present instance, we should have very'little hesitation in deciding that they who describe,
as we have seen, the book in question, hare done
like a traveller who writes a very positive account
of a kingdom of some extent, when he has only
gone to the fronher and peeped into if. Certainly,the practice of the present day is, among Review¬
ers, much like that administration of justice which
our own imaginary Judge Lijnrh borrowed from
Lydford in England, ami which the magistrates of
that equitable old borough probably borrowed from
Judge Rhadamanth :* like those worthies of ancient

* »*. Sixth .Gneid, where the Sybil who ahowa the Trojan
traveller the antiquitiee of the place telle him.

Qnoeeiua b ar Rhadarnanthua iuriaeima reyna habet,Ca«tigatque auditque doloa.
Aa for Lydford, aee the pleaaant old laser's ballad, in

Oroee'a " Provincial Gloeaary," founded on the local proverb.
First hand and draw <
Then hear the causa, is Lydford law.

jurisprudence, the modern reviewer punishes first,
andr.if he ever reads.reads the evidence after¬
wards.

Doubtless we ourselves, for the expedition of
justice, sometimes find that mode #f procedure not

only convenient, but most necessary : for there be
volumes enough, in the present crowded state of the
literary docket and the actual enormous growth of
literary crime, which one has no need to be the
judge Page of Pope's time, in order to hang before
>ou hear.t But one should know with whom a*

^ l'1'8 fa®hion, and should administer this
sort of Crown Law only to ascertained or obvious
blockheads. Such is always our own practice:
wherever there is, Irom the known character of

an *ulhor, any hope that we shall be better able
to criticise his book after than before the having
T i

Me conslamIy it a point to go through
that labor ol preparation, sad one as it often is ; and,
upon the whole, unusual as is our course, we sus¬

pect that our criticism is all the better for it.
The boldness of Mr. Wheeler's undertaking, hie

known and indeed unusual competency to it, and
the importance of such a book, if well executed, to
not only thg future historian but tho. present poli¬
tician of our o*-ft country and of- all others which
the study of our affairs tali enlighten, left us no
choice but attentively to peruse this specimen of his
labors that are to be, this coup d'essai, this trial
ol his strength.this experimental volume, as the
first in a novel and large design must always of
necessity be. Before saying how far we are satis-
tied with it, we will endeavor to remove some of
those false impressions which others have taken up.

The author has obviously perceived and obeved
that law of Living Biography which we have already
explained : the temper of his book, that is to say,

j is, in regard to persons, eulogistic. It is clearly not
so, however, beyond what we consider the almost
unavoidable measure. Men seem a good deal taller
on the stage than off it, and a giant at a distance
looks puny in comparison with a common man
near us. We see no instance of any servile, any
excessive exaggeration of men's abilities or elo-
quence or other merit. If over-estimated, they are
over-estimated by the same scale. It strikes us, in¬
deed, that the praise distributed is usually put into
rather cold and conventional terms, not bv any
means such as vain or ambitious public men "would
pay lor. We have remarked no instance of the
contrary, unless it be (as some may think) in the
case of a Southern member, whose generous and
kindly personal qualities and liberal and honest
public ones make it difficult not to overrate his elo¬
quence. On the otl*er hand, it is difficult not to
be struck with the fairness with which Mr. Gid-

f1*,®8..?, Senlleman by no means kindly regarded
(politically speaking) except by the small partv of
the Abolitionists.is treated, despite of prejudices
in which the biographer himself plainly shares. As
with individuals, so with parties: the'book seems
to us as resolutely fan as any man could well be
who had an opinion oi his own: and how should
any body be capable of writing on such subjects
who is inert enough not to have any opinion as be¬
tween parties ? There is no effort to exhibit one

pariv to its disadvantage, or to apologize for the

u i.r\ ^ e see 110 case w^ere the contrary might
be held, except that of the history of the Oregon
question attached to the Life of Mr. Douglas; and
there, how could any body pretend to write like r

historian w ithout so stating the facts that they would
tell against Mr. Polk ?
The next point to be setright is this.^dispropor¬

tionate length of the biographies, or rather of a par¬
ticular one, where the hero does not tower above
every body ebe in greatness as he does in his num¬
ber of pages Senator Doi glas, that is to say.
occupies one hundred and twelve pages, while no¬

body else covers more than about half that space.
Here, however, the disproportion vanishes the in¬
stant the lact is stated that just eighty of these pages
re a history of the Oregon question, not of Mr.
Douglas, who is thus reduced to only thirtv-two
pages. I hat history has obviously been embodied
here it stands, not because Mr. Douglas plaved

any leading part in it. but because it was his for-
tune to be, in the House of Representatives, the
mover of the resolution for terminating our joint
occupancy with Great Britain; which fact offered
he properent hook on which to han? the account
of the whole. Mr. D. makes no particular figure
n the story and is but moderately magnified in the

life, nearly three-fourths of which tells against his
views 011 one of the only two great public ques¬
tions where he has been at all conspicuous.

1 he misapprehension incurred in this case ought
,P*kT ? admon'sh Mr- ^heeler not again to at¬
tach the history ol a parucuiar measure or polTcy
pr event to an individual life. We foresee that his
Biography ol Measures will make the most valuable
part of his work, and will become not merely the
general guide to our Congressional history, but it-

,
a authority, which, must be in the hand*

r? V \ Un?er*en^9 ol all who engage in our po¬
litical discussions, whether from the desk or the
"lrmP- .?tter* are 10 come 'n his next volume,
which will be of great importance in the canvas*
now at hand.

rJl!h°r!: d® not !ee,that e^her of our public
part.es is to gam from such a historian, except just

:/::yernten truth whi ^m. And,
let us add, that, m a system like ours, nothing isso
necessar> at exact and authoritative political records
to check party and personal aberrations.

f p. J?oIdf9,n,lh .*>«: ^ the opening of his Life
P rm II, of pqets, is m the main as true of our

pohticians; their peaceful lives, spent in making
peop.e happy, should have little of adventure. For.
as the history of happy .allons is du||, so ,hou,d
be that of the men that make them happy. Few
of the biographies m this first of Mr. Wheeler's
volumes are at all eventful.
W e have not left ourselves space to give exam¬

ples of the manner in which the book is executed
as to style. Its general character is, however, lu¬
cid earnest, and busmeM-hke-proper parliamen¬
tary we should say ; with few defects, and not am¬
bitious of beauties.
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| Massachwetts..Gen. Leslie Combs, of Ken¬
tucky, addrgesed a large meeting of Whigs at

Faneuil Hal^ Boston, on Monday night last. "His
speech was ^rec«iv'ed throughout with the greatest
manifestation* of enthusiasm, and the apeaker was

repeatedly interrupted with huzzaa for the Hero
of Buena \ isia. The meeting adjourned with nine
hearty cheers for Old Zack, and three for Gen.
Combs and Kewth kv.

Alabama..»A large and enthusiastic Whig meet-

ing was held at Mobile on Saturday week, to ratify
the Whig nominations for the offices of President
and Vice President. The Hon. S. 8- Prentiss,
Balie Pkytok* and Judge Hopkins addressed the
meeting, and resolutions were adopted pledging a

cordial and zealous support to the nominees, hail¬
ing them » as aguaranty of success and the harbinger
of incalculable food to our country."

PR0GRE8# OF PUBLIC SENTIMENT.
Ohio..Extract from a letter written by a gen¬

tleman of great aitay of clfbracter and moral worth,
highly respected, and in whose opinion full reliance
may be plaeed. It is dated Warren, Trumbull coun¬

ty, Ohio, June 24, 1848.
" V. e had a glorious aood ' Rough and Ready' meeting

last Tuesday night, and good speeches from B. F Wade and
Van R. Humphrey, Esq*. The meeting was very large ;
the court-house was filled to overflowing, aud an attentive au-

Jience listened with great interest to the arguments of Messrs.
Wade and Humphrey. Much enthusiasm pervaded the au¬
dience, and at hall-pa* ten o'clock we adjourned, .with three
good and hearty cheers for . Old Zach.'
"The dissatisfaction is fast disappearing, and with a vignr-

j ous, united, and determined effort on the part of those who
are determined to Hand by the plighted faith of the party will
give us a victory, foi its completeness unequalled by ar.y thing
in the history of our party."
A gentleman from Erie county, Ohio, writes,

after stating the efforts made at Washington by a

Whig member of Congress who wrote to the Hon.
George Rathbi n, formerly a member of Con-
grots from New -York, to get up a third party by
uniting the disaffected \\ higs and Barnburners,
that "Fie," the member of Congress, "may do as he
pleases, we shall keep Old hovzh and */leady so

far ahead they cannot harm him. I am of the opi¬
nion that the enthusiasm will be very great here
this fall for Taylor."
A gentleman writes from Cuyahoga county that

"The defection 011 the Reserve may be large; but
it is not confined to the Whig party. Let us go
as we may, Cass will not get a majority on the
Reserve. The rest of the State will give a very
decided majority, I have no doubt, for Gen. Tay-
lor. I care nothing about the stories in circula-
tion. The show of anti-Tavlorism, be it more or

less, will save us the doubtful Whig counties in the
State election. AU the bolters prefer Taylor to
Cass, and will not throw away their votes if they
think the Cass prospeets brighjt. I think we shail
carry the State handsomely in October."

\ irgini/..Extract of a letter from a gentleman
of high respectability in Middle Virginia to a mem¬
ber of Congress, dated jctT 10, 1848.
" ^ e have reason to believe that ' Old Zach's* prospects

are decidedly oelter in this tectum (the Valley) of Virginia
than thoee of the W higs ever been since the organiza¬
tion of the party ; a. an evidence of this, the Locofocos at a

meeting held a lew days air.ce, appointed a v.vB>rpiUee to take

tfcty/rtittn ib4igativJit o( the members their party to vote
for Case, (earing they might commit themselves to Taylor 5
but ali these precaution* will not avail, for many will jump
tne fence despite their leaders."

Tae reader could not have failed to notice in the
report of the proceedings of the House of Repre¬
sentatives on Tuesday, the action on the important
subject of the improvement of the Rivers and Har¬
bors of the United States. Mr. Polk and his Ve¬
toes are condemned by the Representatives of the
people. And yet what practical good does the

j condemnation effect ? There stands the Veto ! and
it prevails against the will of the People as ex-

pressed through their representatives. Is not this
a fact which appeal- to true republicans ? What

I can more clearly show the evils of the one-man

power ?.Alexandria Gazette.
W e understand that the name of Mitis has been adopted

at the > ational Observatory in this city for the new plaoet.
Narrow Escape fro* a Horrible Death..On the

night of the 4tb, just as the cars were about to atari upon the
v» orcester Railroad, a drunken man was found extended upon
the track. A moment later twenty heavily-laden cars would
la»e passed ov«.r bis body. On the night of the last fourth of
July a similar discovery was made just in season to save life.

1Botton Traveller.

^"ox'",rlTT.Mrs. Mart Bai oh, aged one hundred and
eight years, died in Providence, R. I., on Monday a'ternoon
last, at her residence on Westminster street. She w:u prob-
ably the oldest person ;n the State, as she certainly was in
this city. I he accuracy of her age seems to be placed beyond
controversy by the following record in the office of the city ]

i>!u .
daufhier ofJohn Mathews-n and

rh.i be his wife, was born at Providence the tenth day of
June, .40 She was married early in life, and was not
long a ter left a widow. She had two children, both of whom
died young. At the time of her death, she had no nearer
Wood relatives than the grandchildren of her brother, the late
t ol. John Mithewaon, who died in 1816, aged 73 years, and
who is well remembered by many of our older citizens as an
artive and conspicuous man in his day. He owned nearly
ill the mnd now known as Point Pleasant. Mrs. Bacon en-

joyed very tolerable health until a few weeks previous to her
death. Her departure (rom time was attended with no sick-
ne*, no pain. "Of no distemper, of no blast she died, but i
Ml like autumn fiuit that mellowed long."

[Providence Journal.
Fatarrm Sc,** Ijr ^Mi*Aos«ia.At Stafford, on

compmy of visiters who had assembled
in V ombwell s menace, now exhibiting in thai town, were
alarmed by the following occurrence : Fn the early part of the
morning a lion and honeae, recently purchased, were added to
the collection, and about nine o'clock one of the keepers, Wil¬
liam V\ ombwell. nephew to the proprietor, entered the den in
which they were placed, and thev then displayed no symp- j
Wms of ferooty. Infhe evening the same keeper entered the
den for ,he purpoee of showing the spectators the command
he had over these brutes of the forest Scarcely had he laid
d >wn with th«»m wh^n the lionet dart*] up, and, with mvim
ferocity, seised him by the neck, tearing the scalp off the beck
part ot his head and frightfully lacerating his neck with her
tang*. During this time the !«,. had thrown him.|f tcrow
the body ot the unfortunate man. as if to overpower him.
Shriek, arose from the spectator*. and instantly a rush was
made to the entrance. Another keeper, seii.ng a piece of iron,
instantly made tor the ,Vn .od, with much effect, struck both
brute, over the head. They ra. from the wounded keeper,who was then removed. Hie death was expected.1

paper.

i
*"**""" AcctD.rt.^j^n A. HelHnga, late land¬

lord ol the Steamboat Hotel, in South Trentor.. accidentally
Sf £'T '.«, 00 his farm, near Bristol, (P..)

k L ^h" «o the cornfield for the purpose (,i
he had informed hie family) .f .hooting a crow. H<, had
beet, gone but a few m.nutee when the report of hi- gun was |
heard, but of course no alarm w». create,! thereby. Several
hour, haefaigpyd without h« return, eea«h was ma.le,
fcn SL . iT. f0UDd >^« bes.de th«f cornfield jfence .hot entirely through the hwrt. The unfortunate man
had climbed the fence, a«i, in T pu||in ^
over afterwards was .hot a. ebovB .fo^-ri^d

mJiHK ^k"VT"''~~A<'¦P'wtant decision has been

?,* r'T? Cwrt n( Ufon the cor-

r
lh« o^-r ce of Sunday

a-a day of re- from labor. The opinion of (Joart U, that
th. law 11 constitutional, being .

' P Dt*Wno or o>ode ^

OBITUARY.

A Letter received in this city yesterday announ¬

ces the decease of a distinguished Matron, a relict
of the era of the Revolution, in the person of Mrs.
Julia. RrsH, widow of the distinguished I)r. Ben¬
jamin Rush, and Mother of the Hon. Richarp
Rush, now Minister of the United States to France.

J She died on Friday night last, in the ninetieth year
of her age, at Sydenham, near Philadelphia, (the
residence of her Son.) She was the Sister of the
late Hon. Richard Stockton, of New Jersey, and
Grandmother, therefore, of Coram. R. F. Stock-
topt, U. S. Navy. She was venerable not only
for her age, but for her valuable qualities ; and has
lett many relatives and friends tojbear testimony to
the excellence of her life.

Steam Overcoming the Rapids of the St.
Lawrence..The good people of Montreal, Cana¬
da, were surprised a few days ago by the appear¬
ance of two United States steamers at that port.
The circumstance is thus explained in the New
York Commercial:
" We havd beer, favored with a letter from Alexander

V. Fraker, Esq., of Washington, under whose direction
theywo ve*M» «ft»ove matd «tere taken from Lake* Erie ai^d
Ontario to Montreal, for the purpose of being brought round to
the Atlantic coast to be employed in tha- service. These

^
steamers draw seven feet tea inches water. Tbe Dallas was
built on Lake Eiie, and passed through the Wei land Canal
into Lake Ontario. The Jefferson was built at Oswego, and
intended for Lake Ontaiio. After such an exploit in the na-

vigation of the rapids of the St. Lawrence by steam we will
marvel at nothing that »h»ll be projected, but expect its ac¬

complishment. Mr. Frazer writes that the arrival of the
Dallas and the Jefferson in the port of Montreal attracted
great attention. He and all the officers have received great
attention from Lord Elgin, the Governor-General, and from
all the officers of the Government, both civil and military.
Indeed, the entire population manifest a lively interest and
the best feeling on the occasion, he and his companions being
literally overwhelmed with civilities of the most gratifying
nature."

RETURNING FROM THE WAR.
Major Gen. Patterson has arrived at New Or¬

leans, with a1 large number of officers and soldiers ]
of the Illinois, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia,
and Alabama volunteers, and of the Ohio and Mas-
sachusetts regiments. Vera Cruz was quite healthy,
Nothing new from the city of Mexico.
Troops are almost daily arriving at New Orleans.

The greatest activity prevails in shipping them
from Vera Cruz, and, it our figures do not deceive
us, at least 10,000 had departed from the latter
place before the end of June.

The " Union" commences a long homily with
the text, " The moral power of any party is in its
opinions." This is only true when its practice
attests the sincerity and earnestness of its opinions,
[t was Mr. Polk's opinion, clear and unquestion¬
able, that we were entitled to " 54 40," but his
moral power only reached " 49. '.Lttsbitrg lf,Thig.
[Washington correspondence or north am eric an. ]
Mr. Hale, of New Hampshire.tbe " Liberty" candidate

for the Presidency.is not only a man of cleverness and parts,
but with a! a very good fellow anil no little of a wag. During
the discursive debate in the Senate cn Wednesday last, upon
ar. interrogatory Wing propounded to Mr. Foote.a* to the
conduct of Gen. Cass.-Mr. Hale, with much affected gra¬

vity, raised a point of order, alleging that it seemed to him en¬

tirely inconsistent, when a Presidential caudidate had resigned
his seat to avoid expressing his opinions, that his friends should
be catechized as to those opinion*.

Mr. Foots. As the Senator from New H&mpehire is an

aspirant himself, what does he think a candidate cugtt to do '

Mr. HaIe, (with prsmptftude and humor.) Why, stand
up and face Ike nttutc.

- >!

Reported Loss or Whale 8mrs..The last India mall
received in England brings dates from China to April 26th.
The Viahnur, from New Hebrides, arrived at Hong Kong,
reports the loss of seventeen American whale ships in tbe ty-
phoon, on the northwest coast of China, in October last. The
China Mail says tbe toes of th? seventeen American whalers
is exaggerated : that the majority have escaped. The Vish-
nur touched at Ascension on tbe lhh ef Marrh, where she
learned from Capt. Swain, of the whale ship Potomac, who
had lately arrived from the coast of Japan, that in September
be was m company with opwarda of thirty whafe ships on the
coast of Japan. They experienced a severe typhoon in lat. 36
N., and after it had subsided seventeen of the ships were miss¬
ing. There is a probability of several having been lost. but
the opinion of an experienced captain is, that duntig the gale
many vessels were driven from their cruising ground, and, as
the season was nearly over, bore away for tbe neighborhood
of the equator, ami, not having been seen by their consorts,
were considered lost.

8NA>tr.rri Doinos in Providence..A Mr. Thomas
Mann, of Providence, who has taken a prominent stand in the
liquor prosecutions, has drawn upon himself the ill will of some
most graceless raaral, who has made repeated attempts to in¬
jure him and his friends. A bottle of vitriol, last week, was
thrown into the window of a room where aeveral Indies were
aitting, and an attempt to murder Mr. Mann and his family
was made on Wednesday night. A quantity of gunpowder
or gun cotton was inserted between the walls of Mr. Mann's
house and that of an adjoining building, and fired. The ex¬
plosion tore to pieces the side-walls of both houses, and bioke
nearly all the glass in the buildings in the neighborhood, 'in
some cases driving in the aa*b«s entire. A uunv named(Jslder, who was passing at the time of the explosion, was

severely burnt by the foiling fragments. The inmates of the
house escaped. A scoundrel who would be guilty of such
atrocity, should pees his days in the penitentiary, and doubt¬
less will. A reward of (9,000 has been offered for him.

A Dead Failcre..It seems difficult to gel a response to
the nomination rf Oa*s in old Huntingdon, Pa.) The Jour-
nil (speaking of n meeting called for last Saturday) says It
was a dead tsilure. At 9 o'clock it was not visible in the
open air ; it was, therefore, adjourned to Couta's back
room, where, with the aid of a candle, it was diarovemd that
ten men and five boys were in attendance..AVv/n A mtr.

Fatal Railroad Accident..As the train of cars from
Concord, (N. H.) on Saturday morning, was approaching the
depot in Manchestei, at the usual speed, a young woman at¬
tempted to crose the track in front of the engine. She was
knocked down and run over by the train, the upper part of |
her head being cut off as with a knife. She died instantly.
Another..Miss Riley, an Irish girl, a domestic in the

employ of Mr. Gray, of Tewksbury, wss killed by the I,aw-
rence train on Wednesday afternoon. «he was returning to
her home in Tewksbury, from Lowell, and, in attempting to
.et from the rail cars while the train was backing, was caughtand drawn under the wheels of the engine, and had both legs
cm off. She died in a few minutes.

At Prague, the King having refused to confirm the Provi¬
sional Government, >nd Prince Windschgratx having erected
batteries round the town, the mob and the students roae en
maMf and demanded arm*. A collision having ensued be¬
tween the Burgher guard and the populace, some fasasain
seiwnl the opportunity to indulge bis private naaiice by firing
a rifle at the Princess Wimlschgratz, who was sh.Tt in the
head. The vicUm was the daughter of the celebrated Prince
Schwartxenbourg. One of the princess's sons was also mor¬
tally wounded. In these exciting circumstances, Prince
Wmdschgrati, with great calmness and dignity, entreated
the meb to dieperae ; but to no etiect. They endeavored to
hang him up to a lamp by a rope, which they procured, when
he was rescued by his grenadiers. At five o'clock, the people
not having taken down the barricadea as be had required, he
ordered heavy guns to be brought into play, and he continued
firing until 10 o'clock at night. The conflict lasted, almost
without intermiaaion, during the next day, and by the latest
accounts, we hear that Prague was a heap of ruine. In con- '

sequence of this bombardment. Prince Windecfcgftti had re-
treeted from the city with the garrwen, and' occupied the
heights commanding the town.

NIAGARA FALI.8 SI'SPENSION BRIDGE.

This suspension bridge it the moat sublime w >rL of art oa
i the continent. It make* lh«* head dizzy to look at it, and yet
it is traversed with as muoh aecurity a> any other bridge of the
aame width. We ware present while the workmen were en¬

gaged in h«u»gini< the plank* over the fearful chasm. It look¬
ed like a work of peril, but it mi pwaacuted with entire nit¬
ty. Not an accident baa happened aince the first cord was

carried acroaa the river at the tail of a kite.
It ia impossible to give the reader a clear idea of the work.

Imagine a foot bridge, eight hundred feet in length, hung in
the air at the height of two hundred and thirty feet, over a vast

body of wale* ruahtng through a narrow gorge at toe rate of
thirty miles an hour, If you are below it, it looks like a strip
of paper suspended by a cobweb. When the wind ia atrong
the frail gossamer-looking structure awaya to and fro, as if
ready to atari from ita fastenings, and it ahakee from extremity
to centre under'the firm tread of the pedestrian. But there ia
no danger. Men paaa over it wiih pertect safety, while the
head of Uja timid looker-on awima with apprehension.
We »aw the firn person paaa over it.Mr. Ellet, the buiid-

er. Hi* courageous wife soup followed him, and for two daya
hundred*, attracted by the novelty of the thing, took, the fear¬
ful journey.
^It ia worth a trip to (he Falla to aee thia great work, although
jtn^not probable that one in twenty will have the nerve to
arm upon it; for, atiinge db it* May eeeia. there were those*
who had ty heeitaiioi) to shdo over the awful chasm, in a bas¬
ket, upon a single wpre cable, who cooJd not be induced to

walk over the bridge. And thia aerial excursion is thrillingly
exciting. A seat on a locomotive, travelling at the rate of
sixty mile* an hoar, is nothing to it. When you find your¬
self suspended in the air, with the roaring, rushing, boiling
Niagara two hundred and fifty feet below yon, if your heart
do not flutter, you wtil have naive enough to awing overW
suviua. And yet the sensation is not altogether unpleasant.
The ride itself, ai the old lady aaid about akinniag eels, "i»
nothing when you get used to it.".Rochester Democrat.

Niagara bisrtxsrow Bbidui:.Nabbow EsraPt..We
.must acknowledge (aaya the Commercial Advertiaer) that we
have read the account lately publiahed in thia and other pa¬
pers, of crossing the chasm over the Niagara river in a basket
drawn by a single wire, anJ more recently of person* paaaing
from one cliff to the other on foot by the temporary bridge
lately completed, with a feeling that vie at least should not be
willing to make either expyrhaent. It was with little aurprwe,
therefore, that we read the following narrative, in the Buffalo
Commercial Advertiser of Tuaaday :
" We learn that a'thrflliog scene oocurred at the suspension

bridge at Niagara Falla yesterday afternoon. Foot* men were

[tailing over the bridge when it v>i struck with cr of those
sudden and strong gusts ofWind which frequently i through
the chasm with the tremendous force of a hurricane, and so
twisud it" as to turn it bottom upward. The men caught in
the wires, and in this position.suspended about 500 feet above
the restless waters beneath.they weie enabled to maintain
themselves until the alarm was given at the Falls, a mile and
a half distant, and the Whole popnlatk* in a body rushed to
the resoue. The bridge was restored to iu former position )
and the men saved. We' have sot learned the particulars,
bot can well imagine (he deep, sensation of Ilie spectators, as1'
well as those whose lives huug upon a thread as it were, du¬
ring the time which intervened between the accident and the

f rescue."

AGENCY FOR CLAIM# AT WASHINGTON.

FLRD1NAXD W. Risque, Auoroev and Counsellor at
Law, formerly of Lynchburg, Vs., but more recently of

St. Louis, Missouri, ha* opened an office at the city of Waah-
ington for the prosecution of claims against the United States,
either before Congress or the several Executive Departments
of the Government
He will attend to claims of every description whatsoever,

sanctioned by law, requiring the services of an agent at Waah-
inetou; hut those to which hia attennon will be partioularly
and speciallv devoted are (lwe following, vix : Revolutionary
claims of alt kinds, land claims generally, bounty land claims

I for military services in the late war with Great Britain,
applications for pateuts tor useful inventions, claims of
all kinds arising out of the late war with Mexta), pariiculartv

1 for bounty lands or Treasury aarip : arrearages of pay, mite*
age, and for horses or other property lost or destroyed while
in the military service ofthe United States. Letters addressed
to him (post paid) will be promptly attended 'o. He will

j also give his particular attention to the prosecutijn of the.
claims of individuals against the War Department for n-
penies incurred, subsistence or transportauon lumiahtd for
the use of the volunteers during the Mexican war before being
mustered and received into the service of the United States.
Fees reasonable. Office in Lakemeyer'a European Hotel,

Pennsylvania atenue, between 14th and 15th streets.

The undersigned take pleasure in recommending to the pub¬
lic Fsrdi»akd W. Risttrt, Esq. as a competent and faithful

Agent to prosecute anv claims against the several Departments
ol the General Government. Wathuigton, June, 1848.

J. Y. Mason. Sec. Navy. Thos, J. Henley, lnd
W. Allen, Ohio Isaac E. Holmes, 9. C.
D. R Atchison, Mo. Geo. S. Houston, Ala.
Thos. H. Benton, dc D S. tfanlruau. Texaa
Solon Borland, Ark. T. Butler K'njr, Ga.
Sidney Breese, Illinois T. W. Ligu,Simon Cameron, Pa. Chs. S. Marti*.vJefTerstn Davis, Miss. Henry C. Murphy' N T*
H. S. Footr, do David Outlaw, N. C_
Revenly Johnson, Md, John 5. Phelps, Ma.
H. Johnson, La. " R. B. Rhett, 9. C.
John A. Dix, N. \ork W. A. Ricbardsoe, 111.
E. A. Hsnnegan, lnd. Robert C. Schenck, O.
ham. Houston, Texaa A. D. Sims, S. C.
Thos. J.Rusk, do Truman Smith, Coo.
Jacob W. Miller, N. J. Caleb B. Smith, lud.
J. D. Westsott, jr , Fk Robert Smith, III.
J. R. Uoderwood, Ken. Alex. H. Stephens,Ga.I mted State» Senator. P. W. Tompkins, Miss

."3 R- Toomhs, Ga.
Linn Boyd, Ken. A. W. Venable, N.C.
A tin stead B.irt, 9. C.;,i D. Wallace, S. C
J. R. J. Daniel, N. C- J. Wentworth, 111.
Richard French, Ken. Hugh White, N. Y.
W. L Gogjin, Va. Ja« Wifsor., N H.
J. S. Green, Mo. .Mtmbtrt ofHv #*' /?./>«.
W. P. Halls do
James Shields, Brig. Gen. U. S. Army.
W. S- Harney, Col. fei Dragoons, li. S. Army.
Bety. F. L*tried, Act. Paymaster Gen. U. S. Array.
W. 8. Parrott, late U. S. See. of Legation to Mexico.
G. H. Crossmxn, Msydr and (Quartermaster U. 6. Amy.
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SPLENDID LOTTERIES FOR JULY? 1848.

J. W. JfAURY * Co7, Manaf«ra.
$48.585.f17,500.0,000 !

If drawn ballots out of 76 numbers, making more prize*
than blanks !

VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,
For endowing Leesborg Academy, and for other purposes.

Clsss No. 35, for 1848.
To be drawn at Alexandria, Va., Saturday, July 88, 1848.

srttwmn scam. l'

1 prixe of. $46,595
1 do '...17,509
1 do in,i>*i
1 do r.'M)
I do 5,000
1 do
1 do 3,000

» P"|eaft $«,450
I do r
1 do «,000
10 de i,#«
'<> «h> 1,(100
10 do « A.... MO

kc. - fee.
Tickets only $IS.Halve* Quarters ft.79^-Eighths

#1.87.
Certificate of a package of whole tickets %IM 00

Do do of V> half de * *> 0»)
Do do of M quarter do 40 00
Do do of SO eighth do 90 00

.50.000.$20,000..10,000.
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For endowing Le^sborg Aaedemy, and lor other purpoaaa.
Class No. 37, for 1848

To be drawn in Alexandria, Va., on Saturday, July.^tS, IMp.
aaaao araaea.

I prite of. $50,000
1 do fio.ootr
1 do 10,000
I do. 5,000
1 do *4,000
1 do 3,500

I prise of $3,000
1 do 2,500
I do 0,400

5* do 1,000
do 500a

HI do.
fcc. kc. ko.
7S Number Lottery.12 Ballots. i

Tickets Iirv-Halesa $.%.t^uarteta $8^60.
Certificates of packages of 85 whole tiokets tlJO 00

j>o do 45 half do w 00
Dodo 85 quarter do 3« 50

Orders for tickets andshares and certificate* of packages ia
the above Splendid Lotteries will receive the mow pravpt
s'tention, and an official acoonnt of eaoh drawine vni imiee-

¦Ilately aftsr it is over to all who orWfWvnu^ Addr^s
J. A C. MAURY. Alexandria, Va.

Agents for J. w. MAURY kCo., Managers.
jun« dkcil


